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TO THE 


Of the COMMO N-WEALTH of ITN 
The Preſent Authority of theſe Nations Aſſembled at JV EST9MINSTER. 


A Preſentation. by a faithful Friend to the Nations, in the Name and by the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, King of Righteouſneſſe and Peace, That you may take off oppreſſuon, and 
free the people from all their cruel bonds that have been impoſed upon their bodies, Eſtates and Conſciences in the dayes of the reign of Antichriſt, that Truth, Juſtice and > 
Righteonſnefs may come nigh unto us, and the Kingdom of the S0n of God ſet up tmong #2, that you and we may at laſt be free ſubjeds of Chriſts Kingdom where Righteoul- 
nefle, Truth and Peace way run down and be eſtabliſhed in the earth for evermore. | | 4 
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FRIENDS, 


T is'acknowledged that the Lord God(who rules over all in the kingdomsof menY1at' \doneeat and honourable things by you, and with the face of your Authority in your dayes, and 
fince your firſtappearing on the Throne,mighty things hath been br<Uphe topals in ourFNatjons, y the hand of the Lord, inſomuch that many mountains have been abaſcd, and many flurdy 
| cakes have been cut down, and many crucl Lawes have been made voic. ind even the \ ayof the Lord, :nd the way of the coming of his Kingdom hath ſeemed to be prepared;For the king= 
dom of Antichriſt, and rhe beaſt, and the whore (the falſe Church ) hath In many things received a mortal wound in this Nation, and there hath been divers times the fair bloſsoms of the 
glorious appearance of Truth, Rightcouſneſſe and Peace, and there have bzen many fair promiſes and pretenſes made by many of yous like as if the Kingdom of Jeſus had been at our door, 
ready to have entered in our Nations, whereby many good hopes we Ave had co have been made # perfect free people ere this day, from the chainzs of Antichriit ard the Weore (he falſe Church ) 
gn from every branch thereof, and that we might h--> en together in peace and unity, and in trecdom from all the oppretſions of ouy enemies, ; : : 
Gab 5. - ""xCeriqus-work Or Reformer Uacg DEen interrupted before our eye, and the pretious buds and good 2pp:arance of Glorious fruits hath been withered and blaſted in our 
12, fo tatour good hopes uave periſhed, and our Freedom hath been intercepted, through the evil dealing of many un{aith/:!l men, fo that Antichrifts kingdom hath not been utterly rooted 
Ours Nor the opprel: ve Liwes of the W nur" (the falle Church Jwholly broken down, but therather have {eemcd to be revived againgand the Kizgom of the Son of God hath bcen warrcd again, 
ra Truth, RignccouſnefTe and jult Judgement bath yet been kept out ot the Throne, and tie Lamb and his Army and followers have been oppoled by open and ſecret R: be:Ilicn, fo that though 
there hat! 62cn great appearances of good things Now and thenyyet ever & anon Cloudes and arknefſe hath overſhiddowed the Nations again, and the good hopes of Faithfull pzople have been &ri- 
wht dacxapards, and Retormation ſtopped, and your Own vowes promiſes and pretenſes have renained unfulfilled, and we are y<c an oppretſed people; and the cauſe of this hath been from ſom? 
re great nave negletted tne good work ot the Lord once intrutted with them, an1 have ſought themlicelv:z, and their own honours and intercits, and have ſi'ten down at cafe 
_ _ 1 _ _ , ormng in the ſpoil of chzir cacmics, andehereby have they become. unfaichful, and unprofitable in carrying on the Lords work, for ſome have been of a ſincere 
fk = bo ra. hits Works £ hoon p_ animes _ RY a Row of Righteouſneſs, and the r:moving of all oppreſtgions, yet when they have begun t0 
NT OT —"_ 4 a - i Boa gs _—_ a t of _ = Ttiles, and poſſeſſion of 1heir enemies (whom the Lerdcalt cut before themY end fo have become 
GE a Ck waa wag _ . 4 rat cen c ” cu, = the g00d wo - _ Lord by them could not pro'p:r, but it hath fallen in their hands even becauſe of their eFfotacy, whom 
math of obo ow ren 7 rout ae Papa” _ aq L OO - examples ghat "* J ow nottheir ſteps 3 For, for theſe caulcs | tell you hath the true Reformaticn been turned backward, and the 
aa Lof TE Where hy alſo Ch : 2 n _— | el ppreivs nr vg Tyranny yer remains upon the pzople, and ten thouſands lics groaning under the yoak and bondage of 4Anti- 
— Fr "Ervin (tf 5.44 pin Apron Ons, C —_ _— ay a 9097* ready to depart out of all good hope and confidence, that they ſhall never {cethrou%h you, the hiniſhing of 
day one rt = ces ol perfec GN LIE m5 ug we a Ws '9ns and amongſt the many great oppreſſion and crea] burthens yet remaining in our Ntion, there is at this 
bo nn nnd, ws bp __ ( crncgyraba the oy "oy e - the Lord and of theſe Nations, lies unjuſtly (uffcring in their bodies, cſtates and conſciences (to wic) this, 
us. oo# rwnghryorn woe vat initry PR - y_ = year:y ſtipen d W meh many are violently forced to pay through oppreſſion 6 and contrary to equity, and becaufe hereof is God 
cauſe of the or a, NIGER ___ w 947 J ron cry of tix unjulily atflifted under this.on; oppreſsion, hath entered INTO US Cat, end he will be avenged ſpeedily, even bc= 5 
ps 47r) Tx A ee - \coplcin ovey 2 our who carinot out ra good conſcience pay Tithes Or money or any other thing contrary to cquity, to the maincaining of this Miniftry 
grit he SES t ' recelyc no enefit 4s er are undcr their Miniſtry, And foraſmuch as this way ot maintaining Miriiters and Miniſtry by force is wholly Antichriltian and of 
nance toChriſts Minifte Haas} and Never _ int : ONE Ss of Cori in the Apoltlcs dayes, neither did cvcr Chriſt or bis Apotilcs give inftitution or example for fuch way of mainte- 
charch of Rome and ty fp i” vcin2 that C15 Way oO force, mamteuance ty Tiches, and money and yearlyſtipends is COMe up tong tince the Apotiles daycs, and is the very inſtitution of the fz!ſc 
of pcople ho.d kh hd gu : pract'icd by her authority n our Nation, and by the ſame ſpiric at this day this oppreſſ12n remain&th among, 1123 and likewiſe itis wholly unrea/onavle that one {ort 
and _— "6%" 1Ry "/eilea to maintain an others Miniteys WON} they do 2% bear, nor receives their Miniſtcy 4 and allo this way of Maintenaizce is one of the preateſt oppretſions in our Nation, 
oy / +6444 £35 Of my Brethren have ſuſtered great oppreſſion thercby, top ethe loſs of eſtates, and many the lols ot their libertics, and forac the loſs of their lives allo, in ſo much thatthis 
/ porelsion is tully ripe to be cut down, and removed out of our land. ; 
{ Wherefore ie lics upon mw fromthe Lord , to requeſt jt of you, and to laj it upon yo, as beingthe preſent Authority that hath power to do it, that you ſpeedily order tht r:moving of 
Lis oppreſſion of forced Maintexance to Minifters out ot the N:ticn 5 and that noman henceforth be compelle r forced to maintain Minilters and Viniltry by Tithes cr mM0rey or otlerwiſe " but the 
ſreery man be left free, ro give what and hoy much as he plcaſeth , co what Mijifter as he will ; onely it 3 hire a Miniſter,and promiſe fo muchythen it is equity that he tat is hired heave tie 
oenetic of the Law , to receive what he Is promiſed by force, if he cannot ticely 3 Burlct not any people be forced by your Law #9 bire H4mitiers, neither one fore ro maintain another p:o7'1es 
Miniſter, but let every fort of prople live und:r what Miniftry, and hear whor' they pleaſe, and alſo maintain their own Minificrs that Iabours tor them, and this is reaſonable, and would coy» 
eznt all che fairhtul pcople,tor it is wiolly unequal that any people ſhould be fo 7-4 and compelled 40: maintain another peoples Minitter,which doth no work for them , and it is alſo w!:o'ly ir- 
confitent with the gcod Government of a Common- wealth, and abſolute gontrary to Chriſtian Liberty, and is a very chain of Antichrift upon the good people, and the main cauſe of heagt» 
burnings , and {trites and envyings among, ſubjcQs , and one of the chick P ops of deceivers and falſe minifters, that covers to run after great bencfices, and carcs not for Suuls, and alſo the 
God of Heaven is vcxed with this abomination, and it is certain that you and... Nations ſh+11 »,q-r be cſtabliſhed in truc and perfedt perce and unity , while this oppreſſion remaincth , nor till 
that in all things Conſcience be left free, to the exerciſe of the Spirit ot © Ya | Ws j zi 0 | . 
Wherefore | am come to your door on the bebalt of che Lordahd 2\\ b%s people, ana 1 cry,and ten thouſanas with me (mS>piti Or  *, , your Nation, I this unreaſonabie , 5t= 
preſive and Am'ichriitian praice of forcing maintenance to Miniiters be ipecdily removed out of our Land, and let the perſons, Eſtzres and Conſciences of your faithful Friends be freed from this 
crucl burden, that they have long born by your and their very cnemieszand alfol lay it upon you,that youclcar and free your (clves in all things from rhe falie church,and be not ſcrvants to her, 
drink not her cup of fornications , neither in any thing carry the Whore z ' And hereby (hould that Jong born and heavy yoak of Antichriſt be removed , that hath laid upon the good peoples *+ 
Perſons, Etatcs and Conſciences, and falle miniſter s that runs for kirc, andnotto win Souls (who are oppretiors) ſhould hereby be limicted, and the faithful Miniftcrs of Chriſt, who are (cnc 
of him, woulibe the more encouraged co Miniſter freely, who have received freely, and this would bethe way to bring Blcſſt1gs and Peace amonglt us, and toreoice the hearts of the Righ- 
tcous , and to ſtop the ſpirit of oppreſſion , and hereby you would be made honourable, and the Lord himſclf gloriticd, and his people a free people; So that ſor theſe cauſes , It is upan 
_O_ demand it of you , that you remove the oppreſſion aforeſaid , of forcing maintenance for Miniſters , and leave every ſort of pcoplc free tomaintain their own Miniſters, as the Lord ſhall lcad 
[4 £m, , . 
For this wasthe way in the true Churches , the Miniſters of Chriſt did cat of the milk of the flock which they kept , and of the fruit of the vineyard which they had planced , freely given 
them, and they reap:d carnalthings wacre they fowed ſpiritu1], yet as a free gift unto them, and not by force, nor as a debt , for this way of forcing maintenance was never in being among 
the truc Churches, but is of the falſe church » both in irs Original and in its ſtanding tothis day, and out of her cup ( who hath made Nations drank ) hath our Nation drunk this abomina= 
ton and oppreſſion, and it is the remainder and one of the ſtrongelt parts of the I//bere of Rome yet Iefe in England , and it is fulltime to be removed clean away from us. And it you do it, then 
hill we have cauſetobelieve that you intend well to the N tions, andourlong decayed hopes conczrning- you will be again r:vived , and cur Faith wilt beencreaſed , that you will yct luttce 
Teighteouſneſs and M-rcyto flouriſh , if you take off every op;reflion, and make the people irce; but if you do ic not , but will be the impoſers of unrigatcous things upon the people under 
you , and will carry the Whore , and yet drink her cup , and coupe! others to drink it, then the Locd will break you to pieces, and bring freedom tothis Nation ſome other way , and you and 
y __ Rand ihe Whoreand yearepprevons ſhall al fall rogcther, and fink as a flone intotke Sca, and your remembrance ſhall be blotted out, and perpetually perith 5 and rheſe 
are the Words of the Lord God wnto y2x , wherefore that you may live in rus honour , and nor verifh in perpetual (ſhame, and rhat the Lord may bleſs you, ana not make you a curſe, and that 
the Lords people 4" 4 wor" for you , and not againſt you; 1 ay, contider in the fear of God, and with a willing mind gramehis my defire , and In ſo doing you fulfil re Wil of the Lord , 
and thereby be cftabliſhzd over all your enemies. Many things more on the Lords bchalt 1 have to d:mand of you, but this for preſent , from a lover of Rightcouſncls, anda Fricnd to this 


Nation. 
EDI ARD BU RROUGHE, 
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. Londen, the 12th of the 
7th Month, 1659, 
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